
Dear Parents and Students,

Welcome back to school! I hope your family had a restful summer.  I am very excited to have your

child in my class, and I know this year will be a great one for all of us.

Let me start by telling you about myself. My name is Maria Jelinek. I am a native of Colorado. I love

sports, photography, outdoor activities, and am very active. Running and soccer are two of my

favorite past times, along with being outside enjoying our beautiful state! I graduated from Regis

University with a degree focused on education, psychology, special education, and physical

education. I also have a master’s degree in educational psychology from University of Northern

Colorado.

This is my 18th year here at Lincoln. I began my teaching career here at Lincoln as a fourth grade

teacher. I spent four years teaching fourth grade before switching to first grade.  I taught first

grade for 12 years before deciding to come back to fourth grade. I have also been a coach in the

middle school athletic program.

Fourth grade is an important year of growth for children. Students experience this growth both

academically and socially, as they continue their education as independent learners.  Your child will

experience a transition this year as they take on more independence.  For some students, this

transition includes adjusting to rotating classrooms and having multiple teachers and classmates.

Your child will learn how to become an independent student, and will develop good skills to help

him/her further life as a student. Helping each student develop a positive attitude towards school

and learning is critical during fourth grade. Providing a wonderful educational experience, while

helping each child develop his/her self-worth, is one of my main goals as a teacher.

I strongly believe that in order to provide your child with the best education possible, we need to

work as a team.  I highly value parent involvement and communication. I will be informing you

throughout the school year of your child’s progress and will be available for any questions or

concerns you may have.

Finally, I am very excited to enter this new school year with all of you. My goal for this class is to

provide your student with the best learning environment possible. I will do my best to provide a

classroom full of respect and success for every student. I am looking forward to meeting you and

your child and am ready for a fantastic school year together!

Sincerely,

Maria Jelinek

maria.jelinek@jeffco.k12.co.us
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